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his lamp burning upon the table. A half hour later an excited friend 
stopped him in the street with the news that his library had been con- 
sumed by fire. Immediately upon the fact being made known to the 
scholar he rushed wildly to the palace, throwing down the passers by, 
and beating his head furiously against the gates, thus delivered him- 
self: "Jesus Christ, tell me, I implore You, what I have done or what 
crime I have committed in Your sight that I should be treated thus. 
Hear what I say, for I am in earnest and am resolved. If by chance 
I should be so weak as to address myself to you on my death bed, 
don't hear me, for I shall not be with you, preferring hell and its 
everlasting torments !" The speaker then became violently insane, 
and roamed about in an aimless manner for the remainder of his days. 

* * * 

It is hardly possible to conceive of a more disastrous calamity than 
that of having one's library thus reduced to ashes. To my mind, 
Urceus deserves more sympathy in his madness than did the impas- 
sionate Sir Isaac Newton, who, when by the upsetting of a candle his 
spaniel fired and destroyed the manuscript of a book just completed, 
simply observed: " Ah, Diamond, Diamond, thou little knowest what 
mischief thou hast done." 

* * * 

Signor Villari, Minister of Fine Arts of Italy, has begun legal pro- 
ceedings against Prince Sciarra, that the latter may be compelled to 
restore to their original resting place, and that within a period of 
eight days, a number of historic paintings which the nobleman re- 
cently disposed of. From this it is evident that the Italian govern- 
ment is on the qui vive against a repetition of the Borgia affair. 

Paris, April 5, 1892. John Preston Beecher. 



NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



Death to All Insects 



THOUGH moth and rust corrupt, they are as nothing to the Buffalo 
bug. That insect is a comparatively new pest in households, 
but hundreds of housewives have learned to fear him. He has vari- 
ous forms in various states of being, so that to describe a Buffalo bug 
is to tell what he is from worm to fly. He is best kribwn, perhaps, as 
a hard-shelled, dark brown thing, not unlike a lady bug in shape. 
The bug will eat any fabric, woollen or hempen, and what he does 
not eat he destroys. Sometimes he starts on the edge of a carpet or 
rug and eats his way around a room. Sometimes he gets into the 
crack of a floor and eats the carpet in a straight line from end to end. 
When the bug starts on such a tour the housewife's only resource is to 
saturate her carpet with Siebenborn's A. B. C. Insect Exterminator, 
either by pouring it on or spraying the compound all over the carpet 
from an atomizer. The preparation will not injure Carpets, rugs or 
anything else but the bugs. It is certain death to them and to 
their seed. 



Notes of a Bibliophile 



AT the sale of the "Caquets de l'Accouche'e," 1623, at the. H6tel 
Droubt, Morgand had an unlimited bid from Mr. Robert Hoe, 
and yet he obtained the book for 8,soof. The book is in one of the 
twenty-two bindings in mosaic made by Trautz-Bauzonnet. Ten of 
these masterpieces of classic bookbinding are beypnd the reach of 
book collectors. Six are in New York. Mr. Valentin Blacque has 
one; Mr. George B. de Forest has two; with the "Caquets de l'Ac- 
couchee" Mr. Robert Hoe now has three. In 1880 " L'Ecole de 
Salerne " brought i6,ioof.; in 1888 " Les CEuvres de Villon," 1532, 
brought i4,o2of. They were not handsomer examples of Trautz-Bau- 
zonnet's work than this " Caquets de l'Accouchee," which brought only 
8,50of. 

If there is a Grangerizer who has not bought the print of a benevo- 
lent old man inscribed H nn for the portrait of Hahnemann, the 

homcepathist, he may turn to Lavater's " Essai sur la Physiogno- 
monie," 1783, and learn without suffering, at page 234, that the benevo- 
lent H nn of the print, valuable to Grangerizers as the portrait of 

the great Hahnemann, is the portrait of Israel Hartman, a good, un- 
pretentious, unknown Burgomaster of Ludwigsburg. 

At the Mailer sale in Paris the first edition. 1831, of "Notre Dame 
de Paris," uncut, bound by Cuzin, brought l,545f.; the first edition, 
1471, of the " Imitation," i,505f.; " L'Art de Bien Vivre," 1492, 6,ioof.; 
"' Le Rommant de la Rose," 1529, in covers of red morocco, by Boyet, 
6,ooof.; "Le Monument du Costume," by Moreau, the younger, and 
Freudeberg, io,2oof. 

D. Jouaust has published 300 copies of the articles of Sarcey, Hous- 
saye, Lemaitre, Ginisty, Jules Claretie, Jules Simon, Uzanne, and 
other book lovers in praise of his work as a printer and publisher on 
the occasion of his retirement. They form a pretty volume entitled 
" Ultima," having as a frontispiece the portrait of Jouaust" etched by 
Lalauze. 

Francis Wilson, the player, has published for circulation among 
friends 150 copies of Eugene Field's translations of Horace. — Henri 
Pene Du Bois, in the New York Times. 



ANOTHER sale of Washington and Revolutionary relics occurred last 
week at the auction rooms of Thomas Birch's Sons, in Philadelphia. 
Among the odds and ends of Washingtoniana sold were his candle-snuffers 
and snuffer-tray, of old English manufacture, silver-plated on copper; an 
old English glass preserve dish, in use for many years at Mount Vernon, and 
six wine or jelly glasses; one of his teacups, decorated in gold color, and two 
other preserve saucers of Crown Derby, beautifully decorated in gold and 
color, and two plates of blue Canton china, octagonal in form. These two 
plates were used with the others by General Washington during his Presi- 
dency, and afterward at Mount Vernon, and were part of the set, the bal- 
ance of which were purchased from the Lewis family by the United States 
Government. There was a white satin slipper of Martha Washington's, with 
long, pointed toe and neat little heel, said to have been worn by her on her ' 
wedding day; and original brass-capped andirons and filagree brass fender, 
used in the New Room at Mount Vernon. Somebody, by the way, ought 
to compile a history of the Washington sales. It would make interesting 
reading. * 

* * * 

The first Washington sale— that of the live stock on the Mount Vernon 
estate — took place on March 5, 1800, two and a half months after Washing- 
ton's .death, and embraced live stock only, with which the ex-President's 
farm was bountifully supplied. Like all land-owners of that day in that 
region, the breeding of mules was closely looked after by him, and we find 
frequent entries of jacks and jennets, the former being held in high estima- 
tion, at from $221 to $250, while " an old mare" was knocked down to " Dr. 
Stuart " for the modest sum of $5. " Old White Stockings," behind which 
the ex-President had frequently driven along the Virginia highways, also 
went to " Dr. Stuart " for $31, while Beale Fowler secured " the black cow 
with white face, with calf," for 4 Federal dollars. Washington's " red-faced 
keefer with one eye" is set down against T. Anderson's name for 3 pounds 6 
shillings, while "one old gray horse" fell to the lot of Maj. P. Stuart for 
the moderate sum of $30. And so on through the sale the prices ranged, 
suddenly jumping from American to British values, although without ap- 
parent reason therefor. On Nov. 12, 1801, another sale of live stock took 
place, the prices being somewhat enhanced, and on July 21, i8o^Sthe re- -■' 
mainder of the stock was cleared out. In all these sales the heirs of' Wash-I : 
ington, conspicuously Bushrod Washington, bought largely. 

* » * 

On July 25, 1802, a little more than two and a half years after the death 
of George Washington, his family, heirs, friends and neighbors met at a 
sale of some of his personal effects at Mcunt Vernon. This sale of per- 
sonal property was a private one, and was well attended. There appears to 
have been a fair and reasonable rivalry to secure some of the more con- 
spicuous articles, and we find by reference to the entries, among other sales: 
to Bushrod Washington, gold watch of General Washington, $360; Mr. 
Law, seal with ivory handle, $10; Mr. Hammond, box shaving soap, $2; 
SamueT Lewis, topaz shoe and knee buckles, $232; D. Peyton, dentists' instru- 
ments, $23; Dr. Hammond, shoe and knee buckles, $31 ; Mr. Law, case two pair 
spectacles, $35; Samuel Lewis, medal Order of the Cincinnati, $32; Samuel 
Washington, seal with arms, $36; A. Parks, gold box, $255; Lawrence 
Washington, sunglass. $7; Mr. Hammond, gold medal, $340; G. Washing- 
ton, gold medal of General Washington, $330; Dr. Peyton, pair spectacles, 
$18; Robert Lewis, box of silver medals, $141; H. Lewis, sash, $20; E. 
Ashton, Jr., freemason's apron, $5; Mr. Hammond, freemason's apron, $6; 
•Robert Lewis, black shoe buckles, 50 cents; B. Ashton, junior epaulets, $5; 
A. Parks, tassels for sword, $2.50; Lawrence Washington, sandwich box, 
$10; B. Washington, a hat, $15; W. A. Washington, surveying instru- 
ments, $90. The sale brought $1, 882. 50. It was followed on June 7, 1803, by 
the disposition of Washington's real estate, lots and houses in Alexandria and 
farm lands in various parts of the State. Alexandria property fetched from 
$27.50 to $62.25 the foot, while 825 acres in Chattin's Run went at 34 
shillings and 6 pence the acre, and 57 acres in Frederick County at 4 
pounds 17 shillings the acre. The father of his country was beyond ques- 
tion a connoisseur in liquors, liked a good glass of port or madeira, and kept 
a liberal supply of firSt-class native product in* the form of whiskey, with 
which to treat his guests. Along in November, 1799, he disposed of a 
goodly amount of his stock to his kinsman, Col. William Augustus Wash- 
ingtoq, of Westmoreland County, Va., who no doubt had sampled the 
excellent and appetizing Mount Vernon stock and had appealed to the ex- 
president for a share of it at the ruling market price. 

* * * 

In reply to the query of a correspondent the Richmond Dispatch gives a. 
sketch of the history of the Virginia penny. Early in 1769 the Virginia 
Assembly sent an address to Lord Botetourt, Governor of the colony, pray, 
ing that he would obtain a copper currency for them. In November of that 
year an act was passed authorizing coinage. (Henry VIII, pages 342-43.) 
Nothing, however, was done it appears, until February, 1772, when the act 
was amended, to empower the treasurer to import copper money in half-penny 
pieces to the amount of ,£1,000. Under this act it appears by a proclamation 
of King George III, dated November 16, 1774, and published in " Force's 
Achives," there was shipped " a sufficient quantity of fine copper in bars " 
for the coinage at the mint in the Tower of " five tons of copper com of such 
weight that sixty pieces thereof are equal to one pound weight avoirdupois," 
and " each piece is stamped on one side with our effigies, with the inscription 
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Georgius III., Hex,' and on the reverse with the Virginia arms, with the 
St. George's Cross, leaving out the escutcheon of crowns except one crown, at 
the top, without crest, supporters, or motto except the word ' Virginia ' round 
the arms, with the date of the year, which are now ready to be exported to 
the colony " to " be current and lawful money," etc. The coins bear the 
date 1773, and it may be assumed were largely circulated in the colony. 
Certain it is that before the circulation of the large copper cent was sup- 
planted by our present coin, these Virginia pieces were still quite numerous. 

They are sometimes met with now. 

* * * 

A collector of antique curiosities travelled from Colorado to Portland, Me., 
for the purpose of securing a stone mortar and a pestle of Indian origin that 
were dug up from a clam-shell heap at Scarboro last year. The pestle is two 
feet in length and three inches in diameter, and the mortar is about the size 
of a water-pail. The relic-hunter paid $50 for the articles and made a 
liberal offer for a peculiar stone, with a tuft of human hair attached, that was 
pulled up on an anchor fluke on the Grand Banks last year, but tbe possessor 
intends to send it to. the Smithsonian Institute. 

* * * 

A catalogue of the vast and miscellaneous collections of the different 
Government Departments in Washington would reveal much of interest. 
One queer object has recently been unearthed in possession of the War De- 
partment. It is an old ledger captured by the Federal troops at the fall of 
Richmond, which contains designs for a Confederate flag, which were sent 
to the Southern War Department from all parts of the south in response to 
an offer of that Government at the commencement of the war to pay a cer- 
tain sum in gold for a flag design that would prove acceptable. The speci- 
mens in the scrapbook are of various sizes, colors and kinds, some on paper, 
others on cotton, and some on silk. Some of the designs are as unique as 
they are absurd. A North Carolina lady suggested a perfectly white flag of 
a triangular shape, similar to that of the Chinese Government. She added 
that white was the emblem of the purity of the Southern cause. A man in 
the far south suggested a blood-red flag emblazoned with a huge white 
serpent above the legend: "Don't tread on me." There were. numerous 
palmetto flags proposed, and a man in South Carolina sent in a white flag 
with black horizontal bars, meaning that the war was to be fought by the 
whites to protect their property, the blacks. One of the most absurd speci- 
mens was suggested by a woman. It was a bright yellow ground containing 
the portrait of Jefferson Davis. Its significance was, she said, "Our Presi- 
dent basking in the sunlight of universal prosperity." One rampant seces- 
sionist proposed an inky-black flag with the words: " No quarter " on it in 
white letters. 

* * * 

There was an important sale of old and modern pictures in London a 
fortnight ago, and the prices obtained, although smaller than would have 
been expected in more prosperous times, were high enough to show that 
there is always a market for genuine masterpieces. "A Village Fete," by 
Teniers, brought 1,430 guineas; and "The Interior of a Guard-Room," 
with the angel delivering St. Peter, by the same master, 1,700 guineas. A 
fine Rembrandt, showing a young woman, " Hendrikje Stoffels," rising up in 
bed and putting back the curtains, was knocked down for 5,000 guineas. ' 
" L' Accord Parfait," by Watteau, brought 2,100 guineas; and Sir Joshua 
Reynold's beautiful " Lady Sondes " was sold for the same- price, although 
it fetched 750 guineas more in 1890. Romney's " Portrait of Mrs. William 
Morton Pitt and Son" sold for 1,100 guineas, and his '* Lady Augusta 
Murray^ " a magnificent work, for 3,800. 

'»»»'.'•■ 

The Museum of the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, which, 
by reasons of its vast collections, has become the Mecca of the scientist and 
the wonder of the layman, has recently secured a most valuable addition 
through the' generosity of Colonel C- C. Febiger, one of its members. It is 
a collection of diatoms and diatomaceons earth, a collection of microscopic 
organisms akin and belonging to the family of the seaweeds. Many years 
ago Colonel Fehiger's father, Christian Febiger, became interested in the 
study of these minute organisms. Tbe significance of the word minute will 
be understood when it is stated that 10,000 of these diatoms, placed end to 
end . would be but an inch long. From merely interesting objects of oc- 
casional study they soon became the hobby of the student and entered largely 
into his life work. There are 10,425 specimens in the collection, making it 
one of the largest and most important ever made. The seas and bays and 
the oceans, the Western Hemisphere have been patiently searched, and the 
fruits are found in the present collection. 

The diatom being so small can only be seen by means of the microscope. 
Hence the collection at the Academy is on slides,, mounted for microscopical 
examination, and photographs. The facilities which students will have for 
viewing this collection are most exceptional. Mr. Lewis Woolman, who is 
thoroughly conversant with the diatoms, is now arranging the slides for- the 
use of students. The method of arrangement is such that the relationship 
of such specimen to the other is preserved, thus bringing the entire col- 
lection under the control of the student. 

* * * 

The Museum of Natural History in Central Park has been enriched by 
two valuable donations to the entomological department. The first, contain- 
ing 10,000 specimens of butterflies, was presented by James Angus, of this 
city. Seven thousand specimens were also contributed by Mrs. Schuyler 
Elliott, of Brooklyn. In ^the collection given by Mr. Angus are found 



1,700 different kinds of butterflies and moths, arranged in too glass-covered 
drawers, which fill four cabinets. Mr. Angus made a specialty of the Cato- 
cala, a genus of moth with beautifully colored wings. Besides the butter- 
flies and moths there are also thirty book-form boxes, which hold several 
thousand specimens of different kinds of insects principally found in the 
United States, such as bees, ants, wasps and dragon-flies. The Angus col- 
lection is well known all over the country, and its value to the entomological 
department is greatly appreciated. The collection has been estimated as 
worth $4,000. Mr. James Angus, the donor, was born in Scotland, but has 
lived fifty years in this country. He gave this collection of Catocala on but 
one condition — that it be kept unbroken. He has expressed an intention of 
presenting to the Museum his large library, consisting of works on ento- 
mology, which will greatly enhance the value of his gift. 

* * * 
The rare and unique collection formed by the late Dr. S. Lowell Schuyler 
and presented to the Museum by his wife is extremely interesting, and 
possesses peculiar features. It has been raised from the eggs hatched in the 
house and from cocoons gathered from trees in the woods, which also ma- 
tured indoors, so in its entirety it is pure and perfectly domestic in every 
feature. Neither the butterflies nor moths have had their outdoor freedom, 
but were nurtured by hand in the house. The specimens are well de- 
veloped and healthy, but the coloring is more delicate — not so deep nor last- 
ing — as of these hatched out in the air or woods and living a natural life. 
Each specie is kept distinct and complete, being protected by glass covers, 
with thick pasteboard over them and held in drawers. They are very valu- 
able to students, and by this care the colors will remain unchanged. 

* * * 

There are fads and fads, says the Cincinnati Times- Star, and of all these 
one of the queerest — in fact, one which will rank in novelty with the fellow 
who had a mania for collecting bootjacks — is the fad of which Arnold Isler, 
the exchange and literary editor of the Enquirer, is sole proprietor. Mr. 
Isler's fad is for collecting paper-weights, not for purposes of throwing, not 
that his neighborhood is haunted by pestiferous hades-born cats, not that he 
is hot on good terms with his colleagues, not that his domestic life is 
not a veritable Eden, not that his matter is so light it wants to float — none 
of these, but simply because he is madly, wildly, passionately infatuated in 
love with paper-weights. The all-conquering "Antony," when he at- 
tempted to raid " Cleopatra's" country, and when he gazed on the physical 
loveliness of that voluptuary, never felt half the thrill of passion that per- 
meates the soul of the learned Mr. Isler when he runs across the latest 
things in paper-weights. "Romeo," in his declarations to "Juliet," was 
not stepladder high to Mr. Isler in eloquence when the latter declaims upon 
the multifarious virtues possessed by even the lowliest of paper-weights, the 
reputation for truth, morality and virtue of the most plebeian of them, re- 
gardless of sex and their several influences for good in this world, and their 
aggressiveness in the great march of civilization. Mr. Isler's collection of 
paper-weights is worth seeing. The things range in heft from an emaciated 
pill-box to a 500-pounder requiring to be moved by a derrick. He is dead 
stuck on this sort of matter, and is adding to his possessions every day. The 
latest addition is a pretty arrangement made from "tiger's-eye," the gem 
stone, received from a friend in Denver. The same express added still 
another, this one from a friend in Mexico, the article being made of onyx, 
. shaped like a specimen of fruit of that country. 

* * * 

The New York Sun states that W. C. Reichenecker, a Seattle jeweller 
figures in a suit involving the possession of two Buddha gods, 700 years old; 
-The idols in question are two little specimens of Japanese carving in ivory, 
■and the material, once snowy white, is now brown with age and the touch of 
thousands of devotees. Reichenecker — who, by the way, is no virtuoso — 
bought the gods some time ago from the Japanese importer in San Francisco, 
Ichi Ban. They came with a lot of other curios; but when Reichenecker un- 
packed them he was much disgusted to find that the little ivory deities bore 
every appearance of age and use. The correspondence, which has since 
been made public, shows that Reichenecker wrote an angry letter to Ichi 
Ban declaring that Seattle merchants were not country peddlers to have old 
shop-worn Buddhas palmed off on them. The importer politely an- 
swered: '" You speak of the Buddhas being old and shop-worn. That is 
exactly what gives them their value. They are pieces of work made, per- 
haps, 600 or 700 years ago. None has been made in the last fifty years. 
These have been handed down from age to age in some old Buddhist temple 
through ten generations of priests. They are as perfect as any that might 
be found. They were made by divine command before the present dynasty 
came into power in Japan, some 340 years ago. And let me tell you that 
there are but few Buddhas left there now, as the finer and older ones have 
been bought up and carried to Europe. If the two pieces you have now 
were in Yokohama they would doubtless bring twice what we charged you 
for them, as we bought them several years ago, having completely gutted 
two or three temples." Reichenecker, however,. still felt that he was cheated 
in his bargain for the gods, and so had recourse to the courts. 

* * * 

Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan is the possessor of a priceless collection of auto- 
graphs, which contains, among other documents of historic and literary in- 
terest, a letter written by Richard III. when he was Duke of Gloucester, and 
another when he was king, dated three months before he was killed on Bos- 
worth Field. In the' same collection is the letter written by Lord Cornwallis 
to George Washington proposing a suspension of hostilities to discuss the 
surrender of the ports of York and Gloucester. 
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Among the odd collections of the country is one now on exhibition at the 
rooms of the Antiquarian Society at Worcester, Mass. It belongs to a Mr. 
Groder, and consists of powder-horn drawings and inscriptions, more than 

three hundred in all. 

* * * 

" The History of the Centennial Celebration of the Inauguration of 
George Washington as the First President of the United States," is the title 
of a memorial volume of the celebration of 1889, which is published by D. 
Appleton & Co. The volume contains 650 folio pages and is edited by 
Clarence W, Bowen, the Publication Committee consisting of Abram S. 
Hewitt and Cornelius N. Bliss. There are 160 reproductions of pictures of 
Washington's inauguration and his journey to New York, as well as illustra- 
tions of the parades and other features of the celebration of three years ago. 
The frontispiece is an etching by Max Rosenthal of Peale's portrait of 
Washington, and there are many plates showing portraits of men and women 
prominent in the last decade of the last century. There are twenty-nine 
portraits of Washington, twenty-one of Thomas Jefferson, fourteen of John 
Adams, sixteen of Alexander Hamilton, ten of John Jay and fifty-three of 
Benjamin Franklin. The edition is limited to 1,000 copies, sold by sub- 
scription. 

Collectors of Thackerayana, who are as numerous here as in England, 
will no doubt order at once the April number of Gray friar, a monthly maga- 
zine published by the Charterhouse School, which, a little over a year ago, 
purchased a number of manuscripts and drawings of that great scholar dating 
back to his school days. The list of illustrations in this Thackeray number 
include: 1. A copy of Latin Sapphics in Thackeray's handwriting, with a 
drawing by him on the back. Done at school. 2. A Holiday Ode, also in 
MS. and done at school. 3. Sketch of a schoolfellow. These three are 
engraved in fac-simile as full-page illustrations. 4. Sketch of Dr. Russell, 
Thackeray's head master. 5. Sketch of a boy in a fool's cad. These are 
fac-similes from drawings in Thackeray's copy of "Euclid." 6. "Canoru- 
sales," and about six other sketches done at school. (In fac-simile.) 7. Bust 
of Thackeray at 11 years old. Statuette of Thackeray. Four of his school 
books. These are engraved from photographs. 8. Sketches in Mr. Penny's 
house, in which Thackeray was a boarder. 

* * * 

The pulling down recently of an old house at Newark, N. J., which was 
reputed to have been a headquarters Of Washington, set a little army of relic- 
hunters grubbing in the ruins. A small boy exhumed a broken bladed 
cheese knife, which he proudly treasures as having served the Father of His 
Country; and a lot of other old things of about equal authenticity and value 
were turned up. The house, it may be added, never was inhabited by 
Washington, but the relic-hunters are happy all the same, and probably their 
finds are as authentic as a good many others of their kind now held as genuine. 

* * * 

The sale of Senhor Salvador de Mendonca's pictures at Chickering Hall, 
by Mr. Wm. B. Norman as auctioneer, realized a total of $22,580. Some- 
what of a stir was caused when Auctioneer Norman, before opening the 
sale, stated that Senhor de Mendbnca was selling his modern works because 
he was now buying old masters. Mr. Montagu Marks, of the Art Amateur, 
thereupon arose from his seat and wanted to know if the pictures were 
guaranteed to be genuine and who vouched for their authenticity. Mr. 
Norman answered that they were sold on the authenticity of Senor de Men- 
donca. As the Minister was present, and there was no doubt on this point, 
quiet, if not confidence, was restored. There was a flurry over the Henner's, 
until Senhor de Mendonca announced his willingness to send them to the 



artist for certification, when *' Le Repos " brought $210, and " Une Nymphe 
Se Regardant Dans Un Puits," $610; " An Old Fisherwoman of Schevenin- 
gen," by Josef Israels, brought $425; Madrazo, " Morning Reflections," 
$1,000; Corot. " Bords de l'Oise, le Matin," $950; Richet's " Paysage en 
Normandie," $560; Daubigny, "Paysage, la Fontaine." $525; Michel, 
" L'Abreuvoir," $450; and " Approaching Storm," $410; Decamp's " Vue 
d'Orient," $400; Daphnis and Chloe," $225, and " Sancho Panza and Don 
Quixote," $220; Bracassat's "Study for a Cow," etc., $125; Frere's 
" Pauvres Gens En Voyage," $60; Domingo's " Portrait of Rosalia," $40; 
Courbet's " Kitchen Interior," $120; Makart's "Angelina," $175; the For- 
tuny sketch, $225; Domingo's "Roman Model," $55; and the work put 
down to Rousseau, $350; Decamp's " Le Pont" brought $30, and Michel's 
"Country Road" $50; Aime Morot's "Dryade" fetched $3,000; Corot's 
" Berger Jouant Avec Une Chevre," $2,000; Vinea's "La Cave," $1,700; 
Morot's "Arabs Attacking an English Outpost," $600; Gonzales' " Le 
The," $260; and Jacque's " Paysage, pres d'un Chene a Barbizon," $800. 

* * * 

I notice that one of the daily papers calls this a disastrous sale. It strikes 
me that a sale of this size and character of pictures, which brings over 1 10,000 
francs in round numbers, is a pretty good showing compared .with Parisian 
figures in this line of art, which now about parallel our own. 

In the Cantonal Library of Aarau, Switzerland, the librarian has just dis- 
covered a copy of the first edition of Hans Holbein's " Bilder des Todes, ' 
published at Lyons in 1538, and containing forty-one woodcuts. Bound up 
in the same volume are also forty-six woodcuts by the same artist, illustra- 
tive of the Old Testament. 

* * * 

A complete catalogue raisonni 'of Parisian journals and periodicals, with 
date of establishment, name of publisher, price, etc., has been issued by 
Albert Schultz, Paris, 1892. It is the first full list of such works, analytic- 
ally and systematically arranged, that has ever been printed. 

* * * 

Some interesting recent picture auction prices from Paris are: The 
Dubarle collection, Diaz, " The Bohemians," 10,000 francs; Jules Dupre, 
" Marine," 6,700 francs; Hebert, *' Roman Woman," 1,900 francs; Jacque, 
"Interior of a Sheepfold," 9.700 francs; Madou, "The Drinker," 2,400 
francs; Troyon, " Pasture near Honfleur," 26,700 francs. Tb£ sale of, the 
studio of Emile Breton produced 58,065 francs for eighty worksr At 
Nantes the sale of the Massion collection furnished such figures as Daubigny, 
" The Bank of the River," 18,000 francs; Lambert, " A Family of Cats," 
2,500 francs: Theodore Rousseau, " Spring" and " Autumn " two pictures, 
31,000 francs; Harpignies, "Road in the Wood," 4,710 francs; Jacque, 
" Herd of Sheep," 10,000 francs. 

* * * 

Little was known until very recently "of the private library of the Borghese 
family at Rome. It is therefore a surprise to scholars, both 'in and out of 
Italy, to learn — since the culmination of the financial difficulties which have 
overtaken the princely house — that the Borghese palace contained not only 
the noted picture gallery, but an immense book-collection, much larger and, 
in some respects, of even greater interest than the well-known libraries of 
the Barberini, Chigi and other old Roman families. The collection is a 
miscellaneous one, but some specialties — among them music — are very fully 
represented. Of course, as might naturally be expected, the library abounds 
in incunabula, other book rarities, and rich bindings. I understand that a 
limited number of catalogues of the collection will be placed, as soon as 
possible, in the hands of a New York firm of booksellers. 
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How old truths come back to us. Rummaging among a lot of old 
magazines the other day, I came upon the following, in " The Editor's 
Drawer" of Hamper's Monthly, November, 1854. I give it verbatim : 

* * * 

'■ " Critics are ready-made," particularly critics on art; therefore, it is very 
painful to witness with what levity some persons will write down the severe 
labors of an artist, and by a mere flourish of the pen send months of hard 
work to the shades of obscurity. We wish this were different; for Art, at 
best, in our new country, is a tender plant, and its disciples require every- 
thing to . encourage rather than depress them in their labors. We were 
amused, the other day, with the following vivid illustration of how thought- 
less are the criticisms of art in some of our most respectable journals. A 
certain portrait-painter, of excellent merit, and remarkable for his personal 
amiability, was, year after year, assailed in a particular paper. As regularly 
as the "Academy opened," he got the most unwarrantable lashing. One 
day a lady, elegantly dressed, accompanied by two sweet children, called at 
his studio, and desired to have the portraits of the juveniles painted, the lady 
remarking that she had for a long time admired the artist's works. In due 
course of time the pictures were finished and sent home. They were for the 
editor and publisher-in-chief of the paper that bad so often embittered the 
artist's feelings. When the gentleman paid for the pictures, he took occa- 
sion to compliment the painter on bis success, and mention the high position 
he (the artist) occupied in the public eye. The artist was overcome with 
astonishment, and remarked, "lam equally surprised at your compliments 
as I was with the order for your pictures, for your journal has taken occa- 
sion, year after year, to speak of my labors with the most unsparing abuse." 
" Is it possible ?" said the editor, with unaffected emotion. " Why, the fact 
is," added he, laughing, " I hire those criticisms done every spring, and 

never read them myself." 

* * * 

Numismatics is being made the vehicle of a decidedly clever swindle just 
now. It is worked in country towns, where storekeepers are the victims. A 
well-dressed man puts in an appearance at a country store, and informs the 
proprietor that he is searching for rare coins, giving a list of specimens and 
their alleged value. He asks the storekeeper to keep a sharp lookout, and 
in case he gets any of the coins mentioned in the list, to keep them until 
he returns, which he says wijl be in a short time. Soon another stranger 
casually drops, in -and buys some little article, and, in making change, ex- 
hibits' several 1 coins which he says are pocket pieces. The proprietor con- 



sults his list and finds the value of the alleged pocket pieces put down at $40 
or $50. Anxious to make a good thing, the storekeeper nearly always pays 
a good big price for the pieces. He then waits for the man who made the 
tempting offers, but he never turns up. 

* * * 

Towards the end of last year Professor Griesbach forwarded to Vienna 
many fossils of the mesozoic age, which he had collected during his geologi- 
cal explorations in the central Himalayas on behalf of the Government of 
India. These fossils were found to correspond in a remarkable way with 
the Alpine strata of the same distant age. This fact so interested the 
authorities of the Vienna Academy of Science that they have determined, 
with the co-operation of the Government of India, to send out an exploring 
party to the central Himalayas to compare their geological features with 
those of the eastern Alps. Dr. Carl Diener, Lecturer in Geology at the 
University of Vienna, has been chosen leader of the party. Dr. Diener is 
the President of the Vienna Alpine Club. He has journeyed through the 
Arabian Desert, climbed Mount Lebanon and crossed- over the Rocky 
Mountains. His work on the geological structure of the western Alps is a 

standard in Austria. . 

# * * 

Of all the forty six American stamps-issuing countries Chile is the only 
one up to this year, excepting oile short-lived 15-cent, that has properly 
honored Columbus. He appears conspicuous on all their stamps. In 1869 
the United States issued a 15-cent stamp showing a picture of his landing. 
Several of this issue were printed in two colors, and it so happened that in, 
this 15-cent the medallion containing the picture got into circulation upside 
down, which was discovered, and is now known as the " inverted medal- 
lion." One was sold recently for $65. 

* * * 

Leedom Sharp says, in the St. Paul Pioneer-Press, that in 1868 the 
Government, for the purpose of preventing the washing of stamps, adopted 
the grilling process. This was done by impressing on the stamp a grille, 
similar to the stamp used to prevent the raising of checks, which broke the 
texiure of the paper without injuring the stamp. This was supposed to so 
absorb the ink that washing would be impossible. These grilles were of 
various sizes, some covering the whole stamp, which are very rare; others 
covering smaller portions. These different sizes are now collectible. This 
•grille was impressed on the issue of 1861, and is known as the 1868 issue, 
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the year of its adoption. An anecdote is told of a thrifty New York mer- 
chant .who found two and a-half sheets, 250 stamps, of the 24-cent grilled in 
his safe, where they bad remained. He sent his- office boy with them to 
redeem the " old stuff " for the current 2-cent stamps. This was done to 
his satisfaction. Later he learned their value and attempted fb get them 
back, but found they all had been picked up. He had exchanged $5,000 
worth of stamps for $60 of the current issue! 

* * * 
*ty the will of the late Mr. William J. Tempest, for many years con- 
nected with the Bank of Montreal, but who spent a retired life during his 
last years, and whose death took place on the 1 6th of March, the Art 
Association of Montreal comes in for a handsome legacy. The Association, 
of which the deceased was a governor and counseller, receives Mr. Tem- 
pest's valuable collection of pictures, oil paintings and water-colors, and, in 
addition to this, stocks and other assets amounting to from .$65,000 to 
$70,000. The income from this sum is to be wholly applied to the pur- 
chase of foreign pictures, exclusive of American and modern British pictures, 
which the testator considered too costly in proportion to their merit. No 
portion of the money is to be applied to purchasing land, buildings, or to 
meet expenses. The art collection is valued at $20,000, and it is expected 
that when the whole legacy shall have been paid over to the Art Association 
it will practically reach $100,000. 

* * * 

Two monographic local works of interest are Mr. Frank M. Etting's 

' Hall of Independence," an historical account of the old State House of 

Pennsylvania, which is published in Philadelphia by Porter & Coates; and 

" Newburgh, her Institutions, Industries and Leading Citizens," which is 

issued by Ritchie & Hull at Newburgh, N. Y. 

* * * 

An old English prayer-book has recently come into the possession of Mrs. 
Samuel Bloom, of Sing Sing, through the death of Willett Ryder. It has 
been the property of her ancestors since 1760, when the book was printed. 
Soon after that date it was brought to America by her great-grandfather, 
James Foshay. It is substantially bound in leather, is 15^ inches long, 10 
inches wide and 4 inches thick. On its title-page is the following inscrip- 
tion-: " The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments 
and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England. Together with 
the Psalter or Psalms of David, Pointed as Sung or Said in Churches." 
The volume is handsomely printed in large Roman type, arid contains 175 
steel engravings of Bibilical scenes. Many of its pages have become so 



worn by time that it has become necessary to sew them together with thread. 
It -was with this book that Zipporal Foshay, sister of James Foshay, would 
journey from farmhouse to farmhouse soon after their settlement in that section, 
and expound to her circle of listeners the teachings presented in the book. In 
those days Zipporal lived near what is now Tarrytown Heights, and it is 
related as a family legend that as she was going to a near-by farmhouse to hold 
a meeting, on the day Major Andre was captured, he was just passing her 
homestead and stopped his horse, and, alighting, requested her to bring 
him a glass so that he might procure a drink of water from the old well in 
the door-yard. 

* * * 

Mr. Charles S. Ogden has presented to. the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania the portrait of Washington painted in 1772 by Charles Wilson 
Peale, from which the artist made the portrait now in the possession of the 
Lee family in Virginia. At the sale of the Peale Gallery, in 1854, it was 
bought by Mr. Ogden. At the same sale he purchased Peale's likeness of 
" Billy," the black body servant of Washington during the Revolution, and 
this painting has also been presented by him to the Historical Society. 

* * * 

I have had occasion to mention Hugo, and now I am going to bring 
up his name again for the express purpose of giving two exquisite 
little verses, which, as far as I know, are not to be found in his works. 
Here they .are: 

La rose dit : — Tomb? au sombre. 



La tombe dit a la rose : 

— Des pleurs dont l'anbe t'arrose 

Eiie f ais-tu, fleur des amours ? 
arose dit a la tombe : 

— Que fais-tu de ce qui tombe 
Dans ton gouffre ouvert toujours ! ' 



De ces pleurs je fais dans l'ombre 
Un parfum d'ambre et de miel. 
La tombe dit : — Fleur plaintive, 
De chaque ame qui m 'arrive 
Je fais un ange du ciel ! 



If the stanzas are familiar to any reader of The Collector, I claim 
indulgence for having reprinted them. Verse of such irreproachable 
purity is seldom met with even in Hugo, 'and may, be read -a' dozen 
times with pleasure. 

* * * 

The latest novelty in the way of collections is reported from Philadelphia. 
It is collection of door-mats. In the same town is also a man who collects 
tin-tags, and who owns them by the thousand. A Boston man devotes his 
surplus energies to gathering pen-knives, and one in Albany goes in for 
railroad time-tables. A Buffalo woman is forming a collection^ more or 
less worn-out gloves. ...... .-»;•,•.- 
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